
 

The World Fantasy Awards winners for works pub-
lished in 2020 were announced November 7 during the 
World Fantasy Convention 2021, held November 4-7 in 
Montreal, Quebec. 

The Life Achievement Awards, presented annually to 
individuals who have demonstrated outstanding service to 
the fantasy field, went to Megan Lindholm and Howard 
Waldrop. 

The World Fantasy Awards winners are: 
BEST NOVEL: Trouble the Saints by Alaya Dawn 

Johnson, BEST NOVELLA: Riot Baby by Tochi Onyebuchi, 
BEST SHORT FICTION: “Glass Bottle Dancer” by Celeste 
Rita Baker, BEST ANTHOLOGY: The Big Book of Modern 
Fantasy edited by Ann & Jeff VanderMeer, BEST COLLEC-
TION: Where the Wild Ladies Are by Aoko Matsuda, and 
BEST ARTIST: Rovina Cai. 

SPECIAL AWARD – PROFESSIONAL was presented to 
C.C. Finlay for F&SF editing, and SPECIAL AWARD – 
NON-PROFESSIONAL was given to Brian Attebery for 
Journal of the Fantastic in the Arts. 

This year’s judges were Tobias Buckell, Siobhan 
Carroll, Cecilia Dart-Thornton, Brian Evenson, and Pat-
rick Swenson. 
 

NM’S SALLY GWYLAN DIES 
 

New Mexico author and Bubonicon participant Sally 
Gwylan died October 8 in a traffic accident in Albuquer-
que. She was just short of turning 68 years old. 

Witnesses to the accident said that Gwylan was get-
ting ready to cross San Pedro Blvd NE near her workplace 
– O’Brien & Padilla, P.C. – at Indian School Road when 
she appeared to stumble and then fell down in the street. 
She was struck by a car that had been turning the corner, 
and was pronounced dead on the scene. The incident was 

not a hit-and-run as the driver immediately stopped and 
called for help. 

Gwylan attended the Clarion Science Fiction and 
Fantasy Writers’ Workshop in 1985, and her debut SF 
story, “Salt,” appeared in The Infinite Matrix in 2002. 
Other published stories include “In the Icehouse” in Asi-
mov's Science Fiction (2003), and “Rapture, Parts 1 & 
2” in Strange Horizons (2004). Her final story was 
“Fleeing Oslyge” in Clarkesworld Magazine (2018). In 
2012, she self-published A Wind Out of Canaan, the first 
book in a planned “Away Yonder” series. She also attend-
ed Walter Jon Williams’ Rio Hondo Workshop, and was a 
member of the Critical Mass Writers Group. 

A Wind Out of Canaan is a historically based novel, 
with Philippa and other homeless kids riding the rails of 
the Depression-era Midwest in search of a way to another 
world. In a 2013 online interview with Santa Fe writer 
Emily Mah, Gwylan exclaimed that she loved doing his-
torical research. “Luckily for me, there’s a great deal of 
primary material available on the era of the Great Depres-
sion – photos, maps, the WPA State Guide series, and 
more. The trick is to pick out only what the story needs, 
and not just throw in all the other good stuff you come 
across. 

“The original seed of the novel was a book I came 
across in a thrift store, one with a title I couldn’t pass up, 
Boy and Girl Tramps of America by Thomas Minehan, 
originally published in 1934,” she continued. “It’s cross 
between a sociological study of youths riding the rails, 
and his personal stories of his travels with them while he 
did his research. It’s chockful of details of how they 
lived.” 

• Tonight:  The return of the Holiday Gather ing 
with a “Post-Apocalyptic Snacks” Theme and Food.  
Plus socializing and some video/cartoon shorts. 

• January 21, 2022 - A Week Late:  Our  Annual 
Group Book Discussion!  What did you read in 2021 
& would recommend? Or warn us about? 

• February 11:  Jane Lindskold visits to talk about 
her two new Over Where novels from Baen Books.  
Plus the Valentine ASFacts (Deadline Mon, Feb 7). 

• March 11:  
  

• April 1 - A Week Early:  Science Talk?  ASFacts! 
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She also designed and helped build her own house in 
Laguna, NM, some miles west of Albuquerque. She liked 
to joke that the house was like “perennially camping out. 
Living in this house is something like wearing a set of 
clothes, including shoes and hat, which you designed and 
made yourself, compared to clothes bought off the rack,” 
she remarked in the 2013 interview. “The stove and re-
frigerator are propane. I've got enough electricity from my 
solar panels for lights, a laptop, a phone, and a CD player, 
and not a whole lot more. I’m not completely off the grid 
– my phone and computer are connected via a landline.” 

Friends remembered her as someone who always 
wanted to know how things worked, and more than once 
she took apart a device to understand it. “Sally was a per-
fectionist about her writing, and about her many other 
projects as well. She was interested in learning about eve-
rything that caught her impressive imagination,” noted 
Albuquerque writer Yvonne Coats. “She was interested in 
how things were made and frequently remade things or 
started from scratch to see if she could find a process that 
worked best for her. She had a fine mind and was a de-
light in conversation. She was generous with other writers 
in terms of reading their work and offering incisive but 
gentle – usually – criticism. She was quiet in manner but 
consistently interesting when she chose to speak.” 

In that 2013 interview, Gwylan said, “I guess I never 
grew out of being a mad scientist/carpenter. I love rein-
venting wheels just to see how to get them to work like 
they're supposed. I'd wanted to build my own house for 
most of my life, though my vision of what it would look 
like kept changing.” 

Looking back at her time at Clarion and Rio Hondo, 
she told Mah that they were more useful than the couple 
of creative writing classes she tried in college. “The most 
important thing is getting honest feedback from others 
who've struggled with the same sort of problems you face 
every time you sit down to the computer. There's also a 
creative fizz to putting a lot of writers together for an ex-
tended period of time. Story ideas spark, but other things 
as well. At Clarion, which lasted six weeks, some of our 
excess energy ended up in a mad teddy-bear kidnapping 
plot, rides in the dorm dryer, and water-gun battles. The 
latter at Damon Knight's instigation; he was notorious 
well-known for this. But we also learned about the practi-
calities of a writer's life, which given that most of us were 
unpublished at the time, was really valuable. 

“Rio Hondo doesn't have instructors, just a bunch of 
smart, great writers who'll put your story through a gentle 

but thorough wringer,” she contin-
ued. “And competitive cooking! I 
can't pick one writer who taught 
me more than all the others. It's 
like a kaleidoscope, with many, 
many bright lessons going together 
to help make me who I am as a 
writer.” 

Sally Gwylan was born November 4, 1953, in Texas, 
was raised all over the South, and moved to New Mexico 
while in high school. She graduated from the University 
of New Mexico in 1975 with a degree in Bachelor of Uni-
versity Studies. Most recently, she had worked with law 
firms doing records management. Prior experiences in-
cluded working at a wooden puzzle-making shop, driving 
a taxi cab, and owning and operating a food truck. 
Gwylan was Secretary/President of the local Rocky 
Mountain Sacred Harp chapter at the time of her death, 
and sang with the group for many years. 

At Bubonicon, Gwylan assisted with the Sunday Af-
ternoon Tea for many years, and ran a workshop on how 
to make a paperback book by hand in 2012. 

She is survived by a nephew, Tommy, of Reno, NV, 
and good friend Landra White of Albuquerque; along 
with many friends from the writing community, her sing-
ing group, and various law firms. Her cat, Horace, has 
been adopted by Coats and Michael Collins. 
 

 

The editors of The New Y ork Times Book Review 
selected their ten best books of the year, including The 
Love Songs of W.E.B Du Bois by Honorée Fanonne Jef-
fers and How Beautiful We Were by Imbolo Mbue, Lo-
cusmag.com reported at the beginning of December. 

They also listed 100 Notable Books, including the 
following genre titles: Appleseed by Matt Bell, Bewilder-
ment by Richard Powers, Build Your House Around My 
Body by Violet Kupersmith, A Calling for Charlie Barnes 
by Joshua Ferris, Chronicles From the Land of the Happi-
est People on Earth by Wole Soyinka, Cloud Cuckoo 
Land by Anthony Doerr, Detransition, Baby by Torrey 
Peters, Harlem Shuffle by Colson Whitehead, How Beau-
tiful We Were by Imbolo Mbue, Klara and the Sun by 
Kazuo Ishiguro, Light Perpetual by Francis Spufford, The 
Lincoln Highway by Amor Towles, The Love Songs of 
W.E.B Du Bois by Honorée Fanonne Jeffers, The Magi-
cian by Colm Tóibín, The Morning Star by Karl Ove 
Knausgaard, My Y ear Abroad by Chang-rae Lee, One 
Last Stop by Casey McQuiston, Our Country Friends by 
Gary Shteyngart, The Sentence by Louise Erdrich, Some-
thing New Under the Sun by Alexandra Kleeman, Strange 
Beasts of China by Yan Ge, The Sun Collective by 
Charles Baxter, Velvet Was the Night by Silvia Moreno-
Garcia, and What Strange Paradise by Omar El Akkad. 
 

 

On November 20, George RR Martin announced the 
opening of Sky Railway, the renamed and renovated his-
toric short-haul railroad he purchased, with other inves-
tors, in 2020. “Mostly what I have been doing is throwing 
out ideas and writing checks,” Martin said. 

“We had two big old diesel locomotives, so right off 
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we decided we would run two trains: the Wolf and the 
Dragon. And to paint them, and give each its own charac-
ter and a look unlike any other train in the country, we 
hired Santa Fe’s own Jorael Numina, an amazingly gifted 
muralist and graffiti artist.” 

Sky Railway began as Santa Fe became a curious and 
unique destination. The railroad carried into Santa Fe art-
ists, tourists, wealthy eastern eccentrics, archaeologists, 
dreamers, and others seeking its unique mixture of cul-
tures, mountains, fresh air, and exquisite light. Many sci-
entists who joined the Manhattan Project traveled incog-
nito on the train, before being whisked up by car to the 
secret city of Los Alamos. Presidents rode the line, in-
cluding Franklin Delano Roosevelt and John Fitzgerald 
Kennedy. It is fair to say that without the Santa Fe South-
ern Railroad connection, Santa Fe would be a less excit-
ing place. The railroad helped create the City Different. 

In 2020, Sky Railway was born from the ashes of 
Santa Fe Southern. Prominent Santa Feans came together 
to save the historic, 141-year-old railroad. They are Bill 
Banowsky; owner of the Violet Crown Cinemas and a 
filmmaker; and Martin, the novelist, co-creator of Meow 
Wolf, and owner of the Jean Cocteau Theater. They were 
joined by several others, including author Douglas Pres-
ton and artist Gary Oakley. 

The group of train enthusiasts combined personal 
resources to revive the historic railroad and turn its pur-
pose into delighting and entertaining Santa Fe locals, 
along with the town’s three million annual tourists with 
their Adventure Trains. 

The train runs between Santa Fe and Lamy, NM. 
Tickets are available for purchase, and Sky Railway start-
ed running December 3. For more information, see Mar-
tin’s official announcement on his blog or the Sky Rail-
way site – www.skyrailway.com. 

In his post, Martin also talked about his other doings. 
“I have not driven a single spike, laid a single rail, reup-
holstered a seat, crawled under a coach to check the 
wheels, and I won’t be selling tickets or driving the trains 
either… though I do reserve the right to blow the whistle 
now and again. Nor have I been in the kitchen with Di-
nah. I have working, yes, yes… but not on the railroad. 

“I have been writing Winds of Winter,” he continued, 
“editing three new Wild Cards books, sitting down with 

some amazing screenwriters 
and showrunners to create 
three hundred and seventeen 
new Game of Thrones succes-
sor shows for HBO and HBO 
Max, and serving as executive 
producer on various other tele-
vision and film projects in var-
ious stages of development, 
including Dark Winds for 
AMC, Jokertown for Peacock, 
Roadmarks and Who Fears 
Death for HBO.  Oh, and I was 

the executive producer on our (recently wrapped) short 
film of Howard Waldrop’s Night of the Cooters. So I 
have been working.” 
 

NPR’S BEST BOOKS OF 2021 
 

NPR’s Books We Love (formerly Book Concierge) 
has an extensive list of Best Books in an assortment of 
categories, including “It’s All Geek to Me” and “Young 
Adult,” with hundreds of titles recommended by “NPR 
staff and trusted critics,” reported Locusmag.com in late 
November. 

The Sci-Fi, Fantasy & Speculative Fiction category 
includes titles by leading authors like Charlie Jane Anders 
(Victories Greater Than Death), Alix E. Harrow 
(Splintered), Becky Chambers (A Psalm For the Wild-
Built), Fonda Lee (Jade Legacy), Rivers Solomon 
(Sorrowland), Cadwell Turnbull (No Gods, No Monsters), 
Caitlin Starling (The Death of Jane Lawrence), Claire 
North (Notes From the Burning Age), Jeff VanderMeer 
(Hummingbird Salamander), Nnedi Okorafor (Noor), and 
many others. 
 

HATCH CHILE GROWN IN SPACE, 
ASTRONAUTS PLEASANTLY REACT 

 

The Paper Staff Report, 11-07-2021 
When NASA wanted to spice up the menu for astro-

nauts aboard the International Space Station, they knew 
exactly where to turn: New Mexico. 

Chile seeds arrived at the Space Station aboard 
SpaceX’s 22nd commercial resupply services mission in 
June, and NASA astronaut Shane Kimbrough planted 
them in one of the ISS’ three crop growing chambers. 

Four months later, they were able to harvest their 
crop and add them to space tacos using fajita beef, rehy-
drated tomatoes and artichokes, and the hatch chile grown 
on the ISS. 

The reviews from the astronauts were, well, out of 
this world. 

Astronaut Megan McArthur tweeted, “Friday Feast-
ing! After the harvest, we got to taste red and green chile.  
Then we filled out surveys (got to have the data!).  Final-
ly, I made my best space tacos yet:  fajita beef, rehydrated 
tomatoes & artichokes, and HATCH CHILE!” 

While getting delicious chile in space may have been 
the primary goal of the astronauts used to rehydrated 
meals, NASA also had a scientific goal in mind. 

It is the first time NASA astronauts will cultivate a 
crop of chile peppers on the station from seeds to maturi-
ty, according to a release from NASA. The experiment 
allowed for crew to eat some of the chile and send the rest 
back to Earth for analysis, as long as all the data indicates 
they are safe for the crew to eat. 

“It is one of the most complex plant experiments on 
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the station to date because of the long germination and 
growing times,” said Matt Romeyn, principal investigator 
for PH-04. “We have previously tested flowering to in-
crease the chance for a successful harvest because astro-
nauts will have to pollinate the peppers to grow fruit.” 

Before selecting a cultivar to grow aboard the space 
station, researchers spent two years evaluating more than 
two dozen pepper varieties from around the world. They 
narrowed it down and selected the NuMex ‘Española Im-
proved’ pepper, a hybrid Hatch pepper, the generic name 
for several varieties of chiles from Hatch, New Mexico, 
and the Hatch Valley in southern New Mexico. 

New Mexico Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham 
made sure her fellow governor to the north – who has 
(incorrectly) argued that Colorado makes better chile – 
got the news. 

She tweeted, “ICYMI: #NM Hatch green chile has 
now been grown in space. Beat that Colorado 
@jaredpolis.” 
 

SF BOOK GROUP READS ON 
 

The Droids & Dragons SF Book Group meets 7:30 
pm Monday, December 20, inside Jason’s Deli (northwest 
corner of Louisiana & America’s Parkway NE) to discuss 
Midnight Riot: Rivers of London Book 1 by Ben Aarono-
vitch. The group then meets January 17, 2022, at Jason’s 
Deli to talk about Cloud Atlas by David Mitchell. Masks 
covering the mouth and nose are required when not ac-
tively eating or drinking. 

Meetings of D&D are open to all interested readers 
on the 3rd Monday each month. Books for discussion are 
chosen two months in advance, and group members re-
ceive a 20% discount on them at Page One Books. For 
more info: Leah at msransom@hotmail.com or Craig at 
266-8905. 
 

LACKEY MAKES STATEMENT 
AFTER SFWA ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

The Board of Directors of the Science Fiction and 
Fantasy Writers of America and newly named Grand 
Master Mercedes Lackey have responded to the issue of 
earlier comments made by Lackey about writing trans 
characters, Locusmag.com reports. SFWA sent a state-

ment to their membership on No-
vember 17, 2021, that reads: 
 “After we announced Mer-
cedes Lackey as SFWA’s next 
Grand Master on 11/4, stances 
that Ms. Lackey had taken on 
writing trans characters resurfaced 
online. One was from a reader 
Q&A conducted in 2003, and an-
other was from a 2017 Quora re-
sponse on her feelings towards 

using chosen pronouns at the time. We recognize that 
these comments have caused harm to the trans communi-
ty. 

“Last year, we said, “We have a responsibility to ad-
mit our failings and to continually commit to dismantling 
[..] oppressive and harmful systems, both within this or-
ganization and ourselves,” the statement continues. 
“SFWA cannot apologize on Ms. Lackey’s behalf, but we 
can acknowledge our contribution to this hurtful situation 
and stand with those in the trans and nonbinary communi-
ties. With that in mind, we asked Ms. Lackey if she would 
make clear her current feelings on these issues.” 

They then linked to Lackey’s statement, posted on 
her social media sites, which reads: 

“Before all else: trans women are women, and trans 
men are men. This is something I fiercely believe, and 
will always support. I have made awkward statements that 
have caused pain or distress. My desire is, and has always 
been, to support the trans community and be the best ally 
I can. I regret that I communicated poorly and fell short of 
the mark. 

“I’m affirming here that I do, and always will, sup-
port trans rights and trans people,” Lackey continued. “An 
individual’s pronouns are every bit as valid – and far 
more important – than the dictates of copy-editors in the 
commercial publishing industry. I wish I’d listened to you 
and fought for those pronouns when copy editors changed 
them. 

“I have never felt that I had the ability to write trans 
point-of-view characters well, and I expressed that badly 
in the past. Trans characters in fiction are more than just 
their gender, and their stories should show the richness of 
their whole lives in full. I am grateful for the many au-
thors who are doing that well today. They are inspiring. I 
will do everything in my power to continue to grow and 
learn, as I feel we all should. I have learned a lot from 
patient friends and fans. I apologize for hurting people.” 

The SFWA message concludes, “The current and past 
presidents of SFWA named Ms. Lackey as our next 
Grand Master because they believe the body of her work 
has contributed greatly to the science fiction and fantasy 
genres. We invite you to reach out to us with your feed-
back on how we can improve the award to be more inclu-
sive of all communities we serve.” 

The SFWA has asked that such feedback be directed 
to the SFWA Office at office@sfwa.org. 
 

NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 
LISTS BEST BOOKS OF 2021 

 

The New York Public Library announced its lists of 
the best books of 2021 in various categories, including 
100 Best Books for Adults, 50 Best Books for Teens, and 
145 Best Books for Kids, reported Locusmag.com in late 
November. 

The Adult category includes numerous genre titles, 
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with Light from Uncommon Stars by Ryka Aoki, Project 
Hail Mary by Andy Weir, and Remote Control by Nnedi 
Okorafor, plus many more. The Teen category has Iron 
Widow by Xiran Jay Zhao, Dustborn by Erin Bowman, 
and Beasts of Prey by Ayana Gray, among others. 

For more information, including the complete lists in 
all categories, see the New York Public Library website. 
 

DIANA G. GALLAGHER DIES 
 

Writer and artist Diana G. Gallagher died December 
2 of chronic obstructive pulmonary disease. She was 75 
years old, reported Locusmag.com in early December. 

Gallagher wrote space opera The Alien Dark in 1990, 
but was best known for her tie-in work for properties in-
cluding Angel, Buffy the Vampire Slayer, Smallville, 
Sabrina the Teenage Witch, Charmed, and Star Trek. She 
also wrote the middle-grade book series, The Complicated 
Life of Claudia Cristina Cortez, and chapter-book series, 
Pet Friends Forever. 

She was active in fandom as a fantasy artist – best 
known for her hand-colored print series, “Woof: The 
House Dragon” – and won a Best Fan Artist Hugo in 
1989 (as Diana Gallagher Wu). She was also a prolific 
filk creator, winning Pegasus Awards in 1986 and ’94. 

Born March 19, 1946, in Paterson. NJ, she eventually 
settled in Florida. Gallagher was married four times; her 
third marriage was to author William F. Wu (divorced 
1990), and her final to writer and fan Martin R. Burke, 
who predeceased her in 2011. 
 

 

The Mythopoeic Society announced the 2021 Mytho-
poeic Awards winners in an online ceremony on October 
17, Locusmag.com reported. 

MYTHOPOEIC FANTASY AWARD FOR ADULT LITERA-
TURE: The House in the Cerulean Sea by TJ Klune, 
MYTHOPOEIC FANTASY AWARD FOR CHILDREN’S LITERA-
TURE: A Wizard’s Guide to Defensive Baking by T. King-
fisher, MYTHOPOEIC SCHOLARSHIP AWARD IN INKLINGS 
STUDIES: Tolkien’s Lost Chaucer by John M. Bowers, 
MYTHOPOEIC SCHOLARSHIP AWARD IN MYTH AND FAN-
TASY STUDIES: Fantasies of Time and Death: Dunsany, 
Eddison, Tolkien by Anna Vaninskaya. 
 

ROBERT THURSTON DIES 
 

SF writer Robert Thurston died October 20 in 
Ridgefield Park, NJ, reported Locusmag.com in early 
November. He was 84 years old. 

Thurston attended the first Clarion Science Fiction 
Writers’ Workshop in 1968, and his debut SF story, “Stop 
Me Before I Tell More”, appeared in Orbit 9 in 1971. His 
final story was “Nobody Like Josh” in Asimov’s (2016). 
First novel Alicia II appeared in 1978. Other SF novels 

include Set of Wheels (1983, expanded from 1971 story 
“Wheels”), Q Colony (1985, expanded from 1981 story 
“The Oonaa Woman”), and Trial of Heroes in 2004. 
Thriller For the Silverfish appeared in 1985. He also 
wrote numerous tie-in novels, including several Battlestar 
Galactica and Battletech books and Isaac Asimov’s Robot 
City: Robots and Aliens #3: Intruder (1990). His novel 
Robot Jox (1989) was based on a Joe Haldeman screen-
play. Thurston was a finalist for the John W. Campbell 
Award for Best New Writer in 1973. 

Robert Donald Thurston was born October 28, 1936, 
in Lockport, NY. He was a US Army veteran, and studied 
English literature in graduate school at the University of 
Buffalo. For two decades he was the administrator for the 
Opportunity Scholarship Program at New Jersey City 
University, and also taught writing at various colleges. He 
is survived by his wife of 40 years, Rosemary Thurston 
(née Fox), and their children. 
 

WASHINGTON POST  NAMES 
BEST BOOKS OF 2021 

 

The Washington Post published a piece on the best 
SF, fantasy, and horror of 2021, selected by writers Silvia 
Moreno-Garcia and Lavie Tidhar, reported Lo-
cusmag.com in mid-November. Books mentioned in-
clude: 

Unity by Elly Bangs, His Name Was Death by Rafael 
Bernal, Inscape by Louise Carey, Goddess of Filth by V. 
Castro, Philosophy Through Science Fiction edited by 
Helen De Cruz, Johon De Smedt & Eric Schwitzgebel, A 
Dowry of Blood by S.T. Gibson, Strange Beasts of China 
by Yan Ge (translated by Jeremy Tiang), The Liar of Red 
Valley by Walter Goodwater, Revelator by Daryl Grego-
ry, The Album of Dr. Moreau by Daryl Gregory, Compo-
site Creatures by Caroline Hardaker, The Final Girl Sup-
port Group by Grady Hendrix, Ten Low by Stark Hol-
born, Klara and the Sun by Kazuo Ishiguro, Never Let Me 
Go by Kazuo Ishiguro, 

My Heart Is a Chainsaw by Stephen Graham Jones, 
The All-Consuming World by Cassandra Khaw, The Cab-
inet by Un-su Kim (translated by Sean Lin Halbert), 
Sword Stone Table edited by Swapna Krishna & Jenn 
Northington, Things Have Gotten Worse Since We Last 
Spoke by Eric LaRocca, AI 2041: Ten Visions for Our 
Future by Kai-Fu Lee & Chen Qiufan, Dangerous Visions 
and New Worlds edited by Andrew Nette & Iain McIntyre, 
Sinopticon by Xueting Christine Ni, Notes From The 
Burning Age by Claire North, Son of the Storm by Suyi 
Davies Okungbowa, How to Get to Apocalypse and Other 
Disasters by Erica L. Satifka, The Memory Theater by 
Karin Tidbeck, Hummingbird Salamander by Jeff Van-
derMeer, The Secret Skin by Wendy Wagner, and Sky-
ward Inn by Aliya Whiteley. 

For more, see The Washington Post’s website. 
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ORYCON GOING ON HIATUS 
 

OryCon, “Oregon’s Premier Science Fiction/Fantasy 
Convention,” announced in early November that the con 
will be going on hiatus. 

They announced on Twitter: 
“For over 40 years, OryCon has worked to bring you 

some of your favorite writers, artists, and creators in the 
science fiction and fantasy fandoms… We had to post-
pone OryCon in 2020 due to the pandemic. That means 
that all of our staff have been planning OryCon42 for two 
years; being forced to make hard decisions about what to 
keep and what to change and adjust with every new order 
from the Governor’s office implement whole new poli-
cies, and worry about the health and safety of everyone 
for two years now. In light of the stress of the pandemic 
and the overall stress that our OryCon staff has been un-
der, OSFCI has decided to place OryCon on hold after 
OryCon 42, Nov 12-14, 2021. Please take note that we are 
not canceling OryCon forever, but rather are taking a hia-
tus for a year or so to reflect and evaluate our convention 
and bring it back fresh in the future.” 

OryCon 42 was held November 12-14 in Janzten 
Beach, Oregon. You can find out more about their deci-
sion to go on hiatus at twitter.com/Orycon/status. 
 

BIG BIRD GETS FLACK FOR 
COVID VACCINATION 

 

From NBC News, NY Post & Newsweek 11-7-21 
Big Bird's seemingly innocuous – and obviously fic-

tional – announcement November 6 that he has been vac-
cinated against COVID-19 caused a stir online, as Repub-
licans like Senator Ted Cruz of Texas accused the yellow 
anthropomorphic bird of tweeting "government propagan-
da." 

Big Bird, Elmo and other Sesame Street characters 
appeared on CNN for a Saturday morning program called, 
The ABCs of COVID Vaccines. 

"I got the COVID-19 vaccine today! My wing is feel-
ing a little sore, but it'll give my body an extra protective 
boost that keeps me and others healthy," the 8-foot, 2-inch 
Muppet wrote on Twitter. "Ms. @EricaRHill even said 
I've been getting vaccines since I was a little bird. I had 
no idea!" 

While Big Bird has been on "Sesame Street" for dec-
ades, his ageless character is meant to be six years old. He 
became eligible for the vaccine only in late October, when 
the Food and Drug Administration announced that it had 
authorized the Pfizer vaccine for children ages 5 to 11. 

Rosita, a furry, turquoise Mexican monster, was inoc-
ulated against COVID-19 on Nov. 5. 

Unfortunately, Elmo – who is just 3 – isn’t yet old 
enough to get his COVID shot. 

“Elmo was so happy to talk to @DrSanjayGupta at 

the town hall today! Elmo 
learned that Elmo’s friends can 
get the COVID-19 vaccine now, 
and soon Elmo can too!” he 
tweeted early Nov. 6. 

The right wing quickly 
seized on Big Bird's tweet. 

"Government propaganda…
for your 5 year old!" Cruz 
tweeted. 

"Brainwashing children 
who are not at risk from 
COVID. Twisted," Lisa Boothe 
of Fox News wrote. 

Robbie Starbuck, a Repub-
lican running for Congress in 
Tennessee, joked about Big 
Bird's dying from the shot, saying "*7 days later* Big 
blood clot Bird is served!" 

The Texas senator's comment sparked a backlash by 
those accusing him of politicizing a public health issue. 

"There is no better illustration of how Republicans 
have politicized basic public health than Ted Cruz getting 
mad because Big Bird tweeted about being vaccinated," 
journalist Aaron Rupar wrote in response. 

Commenters also criticized Cruz and others who con-
demned the tweet for not knowing that Sesame Street had 
previously promoted vaccination on the show. 

Many people were happy to see Big Bird's tweet, 
thanking Sesame Street for discussing the shot. People 
also shared clips from decades ago in which the yellow 
puppet introduced to concept of vaccination to the show's 
audience. 

In 1972, Big Bird got vaccinated for measles. And in 
a clip he is shown approaching a line of children who are 
waiting to get a measles vaccine. A sign above them reads 
"Don't wait. Vaccinate." 

"I know what I'm going to do right away," he said in 
the 1972 segment. "I'm going to get in line." 

Sesame Street has been addressing COVID-19 
throughout the pandemic, discussing vaccines and teach-
ing kids about masks and staying healthy. 

Little research has been done about birds' getting 
COVID-19, but the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention says "chickens and ducks do not seem to become 
infected or spread the infection based on results from 
studies. 
 

GARY PAULSEN DIES 
 

Gary Paulsen died October 13 at home in Tularosa, 
NM, of cardiac arrest, reported Locusmag.com. He was 
82 years old. Paulsen was best known for his YA novels 
about wilderness survival, notably Hatchet (1986). 

In all, he wrote more than 200 titles, with numerous 
SF works (adult and YA) among them, beginning with 
The Implosion Effect in 1976 and including The Green 
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Recruit (1978), The Night the White Deer Died (1978), 
Meteorite Track 291 (1979), Compkill (1981), Canyons 
(1990), Amos and the Vampire (1996), The Transall Saga 
(1998; as Blue Light, 1999), The White Fox Chronicles 
(2000), and The Time Hackers in 2006. 

Gary Melvin Paulsen was born May 17, 1939, in 
Minneapolis, MN, and spent part of his childhood in Ma-
nila in the Philippines. He graduated high school in Min-
nesota, briefly attended Bemidji State University, and 
served in the Army from 1959 to 1962. He spent some 
time in Los Angeles, writing for TV, including Mission: 
Impossible. He later lived in Alaska, on a ranch in New 
Mexico, and frequently spent time sailing the Pacific. He 
received the Margaret A. Edwards Award from the Amer-
ican Library Association for lifetime achievement in 
young adult literature in 1997. 

He is survived by his wife, illustrator and author Ruth 
Wright Paulsen, their son, and two grandchildren. 
 

WILLIAMS WINS FORRY AWARD 
 

The Los Angeles Science Fantasy Society (LASFS) 
selected composer John Williams as this year’s recipient 
of the Forry Award for lifetime achievement in the SF 
field, reported Locusmag.com via File 770. Williams cre-
ated the scores for SF and fantasy films including the Star 
Wars and Indiana Jones franchises, Close Encounters of 
the Third Kind, Superman, and installments of the Jurassic 
Park and Harry Potter film series. 

The award, named for Forrest J Ackerman and given 
annually since 1966, was presented at the October 9 meet-
ing of LASFS. Their convention, Loscon 47, was held 
November 26-28 in Los Angeles. 
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ASFS MEETING REPORTS — 
OCTOBER 2021:  RADFORD TALK 
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NOVEMBER:  HALL ON AREA 51 
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